[Early death after chemotherapy via central venous catheterization in tumors of the upper respiratory and digestive tracts].
Between 1987 and 1988, 1 100 patients were treated by continuous, ambulatory chemotherapy. 35 of these patients died within 90 days of the insertion of the catheter. One death would appear to be related to the catheter, 5 deaths (0.5%) were related to the chemotherapy and 29 deaths were related to progression of the malignant disease. The mortality rate associated with ambulatory chemotherapy via a central catheter would appear to be negligible when compared to deaths related to the progression of the malignant disease.